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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today is December 29, 
2001. Time is 1240 p.m. This is Battalion Chief Ronald 
Kemly of the Fire Department of the City of New York. 
I'm conducting an interview with John Wansley, Fireman 
first of the City of New York assigned to Engine 45. 
He was detailed to Ladder 58 on September 11, 2001. 

Q. Fireman Wansley please tell me what happened 
to you regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

A. Well, we relocated down at 20 truck. We were 
there maybe 10, 15 minutes. The first building 
collapsed. About 10 minutes after that, they gave us a 
box to respond down there for a woman trapped ina 
building. In the meantime there was a lot of people 
who were coming in. There was, you know, a total 
recall. We were putting extra gear on the rig. We 
responded down there. We got down there. I guess it 
was probably Cedar and Broadway. We took two steps off 
the rig and we just heard loud noise and figured it was 
the second building coming down and we ran around the 
rig, just dove behind the rig. The dust came and all 
of a sudden it was just pitch black and smoke. I 
thought I had seen some fire coming. I thought that 
was the next thing. I got up, I walked down the block 


about halfway down one of the blocks away from the 
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buildings, I turned around, looked, I seen there was no 
fire there. I turned around. I walked back to where 
the rig was. 

We all regrouped. We grabbed some tools, 
saws, hooks and everything else. We made our way and 
ended up over on West Street on the other side. When 
we got over there, one of the Chiefs had told to us to 
go look for 65 Engine. That's pretty much what we 
did. We started climbing up through the pile and 
looking for 65 Engine and anything else you could 
find. We just ended up somehow stretching lines. We 
went up into the pit up there with a line. 

We just operated for a few hours, then we all 
regrouped back over where our rig was and I ended up in 
the hospital that day because I couldn't see no more. 

I had to go get my eyes cleaned out. That was pretty 
much it. 

Q. Okay. When you said you saw the recall was 
in, do you know the people that got on your rig when 
you responded, were they from 20 truck? 

A. I have no idea. There was just a lot of 
people coming in. I think there was a Chief from that 
quarters. I think maybe a squad was even in there, so 


it was a lot of people coming in. 
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Q. When you say your rig was at Liberty and 
Broadway? 
A. I think that's where it was. 
Q. You walked down the street towards Cedar? 
A. When? 


Q. When you first responded. 

A. We just stepped off the rig and as soon as we 
got off the rig the building came down. We weren't 
standing in the street two seconds as the building came 
down. 

Q. Did you see any other companies parked when 
you pulled up? 

A. No. 

Q. You said the Chief. Do you happen to 
remember what Battalion or anybody that said to go look 
for 65? Did they indicate where they thought 65 was, 
any location? 

A. No. 

Q. They just said that way? 

A. I'm not even sure if it was a Chief who said 
it. Somebody had said go look for 65, Engine 65. We 
just started climbing over through the pile. Never 
found it either. 


Q. Did you see any other companies doing 
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basically what you were doing, do you have any idea 
what your location was at that point? 
A. Yes, I know exactly we were where. We were 


actually where the south bridge comes across. Across 


Q. Liberty and West? 

A. Yes, I guess that would be. It was 
definitely West Street. 90 West Street is right there 
on the corner. Right there where one bridge was still 
up. That's where we went ended up coming that block 
right there. When we got there, somebody said go look 
for 65 Engine. I don't know who it was. Maybe it was 
just -- you know what, at first we ended up staging 
where all the ambulances were for a few minutes there. 
Then we ended up going right over right to where the 
bridge was. I don't know who it was. It was just a 
boss that told me we got to go find 65 Engine. See if 


we can find 65 Engine. 


Q. Were there any other companies with you? 

A. Yes, there was other companies operating in 
the area. 

Q. But you don't know who they were? 

A. Not assigned with us, no. 


BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Is there anything 
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else you can remember? If not, the interview is 


over. Thanks. 


